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DEVELOPING HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


The report of the Classical Investigation recommends 
that the thought content of the Latin reading material 
should be emphasized both for its own sake and for the 
purpose of aiding the pupil in the actual comprehension 
of the thought itself. The following paragraph in the 
report makes definite suggestions as to procedure. 


“If this purpose is to be attained, the pupil must in 


the first place understand something of the setting of 


the story. A reading of Caesar or Cicero, for example, 
if not preceded by a careful study of the historical back- 
ground, is almost certain to fail of this purpose. It 
seems quite impossible for the pupil to acquire this 
necessary background contemporaneously with his 
reading of the Latin text. We therefore recommend 
that some prescribed reading in English should precede 
the detailed study of Latin selections dealing with 
particular events or periods in order to give the pupil 
an intelligent understanding of the background and 
enable him to fit what he reads in Latin into its place in 
the general scheme.””* 

The following detailed outline suggests some of the 
information which should be to some extent familiar 
to a pupil before he begins the study of Cicero’s Oration 
for the Manilian Law. This outline was prepared for 
use in classes in Cicero in the East High School, Ro- 
chester, N. Y. About seven days were required to cover 
the questions contained in this outline, copies of which 
were in the hands of all pupils. 


*Classical Investigation, Part I, page 204. 


Historical Background of Cicero’s Oration for the 
Manilian Law 


In order properly to understand Cicero’s oration for 
the Manilian Law and to follow the argument, it will 
be necessary to secure beforehand a general knowledge 
of the situation in 66 B. C. (three years before the 
orations against Catiline), comparable to some extent 
to that possessed by the audience which Cicero ad- 
dressed. This should include some knowledge of the 
following: 


1. The geography of Asia Minor. 

2. The spread of Roman power in Asia Minor. 

3. Mithridates, King of Pontus: his ambitions, his 
wars with the Romans under Sulla and Lucullus. 

4. Life of Pompey. 

5. The attempt of Sertorius to set up an_inde- 


pendent republic in Spain, the slave revolt under 
et and the development of piracy in the 
editerranean. 
6. The government of Rome. 


7. The government of the provinces. 


Answer the questions given below on these topics. 
References will be found at the close of each group of 
questions. Explanation of abbreviations will be found 
at the end of this Outline. 


1. THE GEOGRAPHY OF ASIA MINOR 


Study the map, “Imperium Romanum” (meaning?) 
between pages 6 and 7 of your text and locate: The 
Roman province of Asia, including Mysia, Lydia, 
Caria, and Phrygia. What in the geography of Gaul 
which you studied last year corresponds roughly to the 
situation in Asia Minor? Locate Bithynia, Cappadocia, 
Pontus, Paphlagonia, Cilicia, Pamphylia, Galatia, 
Armenia, Parthia, Scythia, Thracia, Colchis. Which 
of these districts were Roman provinces? What famous 
Roman was later governor of Cilicia? Which of the 
above names suggest the New Testament? Why? Of 
what does Colchis remind you? Of which country was 
Ariobarzanes king? Nicomedes? Tigranes? 

Locate Byzantium, Cyzicus, Sinope, Amisus, Tra- 
pezus. 


Consult also maps in the books on the desk and the 
large wall map. 


2. THE SPREAD OF ROMAN POWER IN ASIA MINOR 


When was Greece made into a Roman province? 
What famous city was destroyed at that time? By 
whose bequest did the Romans first gain territory in 
Asia Minor? What districts were included in the 
province? What part did this bequest play in the class 
struggles at Rome? When did Cilicia become a Roman 
province? How and when did Bithynia become a 
Roman province? What were the two most powerful 
of the independent kingdoms? Who were their rulers? 


Ab. 88, 116, 119-120 |My. 245-247 
Bo. 103-4 Myr. 340-342 


Du.  II-II, 658-9 
Fr. 243-250, 302 Mom. Vol. I, ch. VIII, 


H.&L. 254-57, 328-30, 272-274 
393-4 Pel. 148-9, 154-56, 292-93 


3. MITHRIDATES VI 


Of what country was Mithridates king? Where was 
Pontus? What other districts were subject to him? 
What countries were allies of his? 

When did Mithridates become king? When was 
Cicero born? Pompey? Caesar? Mention two great 
conquerors and generals whom Mithridates may have 
been seeking to emulate in his ambitious schemes. 
Where did Hannibal die? What was the original 
country of Alexander? How does it compare in size 
with Pontus? What was the general plan of Mithri- 
dates? In what year did the first Mithridatic war 
break out? What was the great “pogrom”’ in 88 B. C.? 
How many Italians were put to death? What action 
did Rome take? Who was given command of the war? 
Of what party was Sulla? Who were the leaders of the 
“populares”? What did Marius do while Sulla was 
collecting his troops? What was Sulla’s answer? When 
was the first Mithridatic war ended? What was the 
result? What were the terms of peace? Why were these 
terms unsatisfactory to Rome? Was the treaty ever 
ratihed? What was the significance of the refusal of 
the senate to ratify it? Why do you think Sulla gave 
Mithridates such favorable terms! 

When was the so-called second Mithridatic war? 


Who was the Roman commander? What was the 
result? 


What event precipitated the third Mithridatic war? 
Why could Mithridates not willingly permit Rome to 
occupy Bithynia? What ally did Mithridates secure 
in the western Mediterranean? What event in Italy 
itself also assisted him? Who was Sertorius? Who was 
Spartacus? When did the third Mithridatic war begin? 

o took the initiative? What was the result of 
Mithridates’ attempt to induce the rest of Asia Minor 
to revolt? 


Who was appointed to conduct the war against 
Mithridates? at was the result of Lucullus’ cam- 
paigns? In what respect was it disappointing? In 
what respect was Lucullus deficient as a commander? 
In what way did Lucullus offend the financial interests 
at Rome? What party was in control at this time in 
Rome? Of what party was Lucullus? What advantage 
was taken of some minor reverses of Lucullus? Who 
was appointed to take his place? When? Explain the 
use of the term “province” in this connection. Who 
proposed this law? What other law did the same 
tribune propose the same year? What were its pro- 
visions? What was the probable motive behind this 
second law? 

What was the result of Glabrio’s conduct of the war? 
What was the result of the law putting Pompey in 
charge of the wars against the pirates? What would 
be the next natural step to take? Who was Manilius? 
What law did he propose in 66 B. C.? What was the 
larger significance of this law? Who favored it? Who 
opposed it?) Why was the democratic party naturally 
favorable? Why would the senatorial party naturally 
oppose it? What office was Cicero holding at the 
time? What would seem to have been his natural 
position toward the proposed law? Why did he favor 
it?) What was the result of the passage of the law? 
When did Pompey return from the East? In what 
respect did he consider himself badly treated by the 
Senate? What was the result? Who formed the first 
triumvirate? For what purpose was it formed? When 
was it formed? 


A. & G. 65-66 | 108 
Brit. | Mithridates VI —-H. & L. 419-434, 472477, 
(esp. last par.) 479-80 
New. Mithridates H. & P. 163-166, 174 
Ab. 102-3, 116-118 246-311 
B. (1) 364-5 |Mer. Chap. I, 29-33 
Mom. Vol III, chap. 
VIII, 275-313; 
Bo. 142-145, 153-5, Vol. IV, chap. II, 
47-73, chap. IV, 
r. 116-129 
“My. 247-51, 253-4 
Du. II-II, 6600" 
Fer. Vol. I | 446-458 
Fr. 302-310 O. 129-137, 254-61 
Froude 62-67, 114-116 Pel. 156, 293-316, 
Gil. 189, 191-192, 318-21 


| 
218-220 | Pet. 184-85 
Ham. 88, 91-95, 103- | Seig. 200, 220, 224-25 


4. LIFE OF POMPEY 


What was the date of Pompey’s birth? What other 
famous Roman was born this same year? What later 
adversary of Pompey had ascended the throne 15 

ears before? What party was in power at the time? 
Who were the leaders of the peoples’ party? With what 
party did Pompey naturally sympathize? Why? 

In connection with what event did Pompey first 
come into prominence? What other later associate of 
Pompey also assisted Sulla in restoring the rule of the 
Senate? What were Caesar’s relations with Sulla? 


What was Sulla’s policy toward the democratic leaders? 
What one escaped and went to Spain?. What title did 
Sulla confer on Pompey? What honor did Pompey 
demand and secure from Sulla? What was there un- 
precedented about this? 


What became of the remnants of the populares party 
who survived the Sullan massacres? ogee their 
leader? What was the outcome? Who was given com- 
mand of the war against Sertorius? How was the 
constitution of Sulla: again violated in this? What 
was the result of Pompey’s conduct of the war? How 
was his victory made easier? Upon his return what 
honor did he receive a second time? What office did 
Pompey then secure? What two violations of the con- 
stitution were involved in this election? Who was his 
colleague? What party supported him? Why did the 
Senate naturally oppose him? For what had Crassus 
just won popularity? What action regarding the Sullan 
constitution was taken during their consulship? 


With what enemy was Rome now contending on the 
sea? By what law was-Pompey given command of the 
war against the pirates? In what year? What were 
the provisions of this law? Why was it opposed by the 
optimates? What was the result? 


What other war was going on in the East at this 
time? Where was Pompey at the time of Glabrio’s 
failure? What action was taken by the Roman people? 
By the passage of what law? In what year? 


In all of the last three wars how does Pompey seem 
to have been very lucky? 


After conquering Mithridates what else did Pompey 
do inthe East? Where was he during the Catilinarian 
conspiracy’ When did he return? When he returned, 
how was he treated by the Senate? What honor was 
given him by the people? 


Who comprised the triumvirate? What occasioned 
its formation? What was its object? How were the 
personal relations between Caesar and Pompey strength- 
ened? When was Caesar consul? Where did Caesar 
go after his consulship? What was the larger motive 
behind Caesar’s conquest of Gaul? When was the 
second consulship of Pompey and Crassus? What did 
Pompey do after that? Crassus? Why were Caesar and 
Pompey sure to come into conflict finally? Pompey 
gradually drifted back into the leadership of what party? 
What final action was taken against Caesar? What was 
Caesar’s answer? When Caesar crossed the Rubicon, 
what did Pompey do? With which party did Cicero 
side? At what battle was the civil war decided? When? 
With what result? Where did Pompey go? What were 
the circumstances of Pompey’s death? 


New.  Pompeius, Lu- |! Gil. 201-2, 208-9, 212- 


cullus, Gardens 290 
_ of Lucullus Gr. 211-12, 215-222, 
232-35, 242-263. 
Ab. 107-109, 112-114, | 170-172, 
130 179-184 
B. (1) 362-70 _H. & P. 171-180 
B. (2) 189-194 Ham. 108-121 
B. (3) 175-184 & L. 463-66, 468-70, 
B. (4) 433-437 477-84, 496-503, 
Bo. 149, 151-53, 156- 516-529, 531-535 
161, 164-5, | Mar. 50-88 
Br. 585 Mer. Chap. I, 60-70 
Ch. 176-191 Mom. Vol. IV, chap. I, 


9-13, 25-36; chap. 


David, 82-89 
III, 92-112; chap. 


: Chap. 18, 21, 22 “112 
Du. Vol. III-I, 58-62, IV, 113-154; 
69-91, 99-119 Chap. VI, 187- 
Froude, 80-81, 91-92, 120- | 208 
131 | My. 267-8, 270-3, 277- 
Fr. 313-325 286, 293-296 


Myr.  437-439,442-445, | Pel. 240-245, 316-324, 
453-457, 473-7 | 337-42 
ay. (1) 307, 309-317, 
O. 243-288 


Pet. 176-190, 297-305 | Tay. (2) 188-232 


5. SERTORIUS, THE SLAVE REVOLT, AND THE 
ACTIVITES OF THE PIRATES IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 


Who was Sertorius? With whom was he associated 
in his early life? In what country did he establish 
himself after the triumph of Sulla? What success did 
he have? With what eastern enemy of Rome did he 
ally himself? Who was finally sent against him? With 
what result? 

Who was Spartacus? What did he attempt to do? 
By whom was he probably aided? What success did 
he have? How much of Italy did he control? Who was 
finally sent against him? With what result? What 
happened to Pompey that illustrates his good luck? 

Who were the pirates? Where were their head- 

uarters? How did they happen to become so powerful? 
ho was finally sent against them? With what result? 


New. Sertorius, Cras- | H. & L. 330-393, 464-66, 
sus, Spartacus 466-68, 471-472, 


Brit. Crassus (4), Ser- 477-78 
torius, Spartacus | Kellogg, Elijah, Spartacus 
Ab. 107, 108, 118-119 | to the Gladiators 


B. (1) 362-364 Mer. Chap. I, 25-29, 


B. (2) 190-194 33-36, 38-41 

B. (3) 176-178 Vol. IV, chap. 1, 

B. (4) 434-435 18-22, 26-36; 

Bo. 151-153, 155-156, chap. II, 39-43, 
159-160 | 76-85; chap. IV, 

Br. 585 113-115 

Ch. 180-185 My. 265-268, 269-70, 

David. 49-50, 82-3 275-7 

Du. Vol. III-I, 72-91, © Myr. 437-9, 440-2, 451- 
92-99, 109-119 3 

Froude, 71, 84-86, 91-93, O. 243-246, 165-166, 
99-100, 108, 110 172-173 


Fer. Vol. | Pet. 177-179, 181-184 
240-241, 317 
Gu. 165-171 Seig. 215-218, 222-23 


H. & P. 171-173 Tay. (1) 308 
Ham. 110-112, 124-126 | W. 360-364 
6. THE GOVERNMENT OF ROME 

What was the cursus honorum? What were the three 
steps in the cursus honorum? At what age could a man 
be elected quaestor? What fourth office was sometimes 
held between the quaestorship and praetorship? In 
what years did Cicero hold these four offices? Point 
out two distinct advantages which resulted from the 
requirement that the consul should have passed through 
a definite series of offices. Mention one disadvantage. 
How does the Roman system compare with the Ameri- 
can system in theory? In practice? Mention one Roman 
who was elected to the consulship below the legal age 
and without having held any of the preliminary civil 
offices. What offices had President Coolidge held be- 
fore he became President? What offices did Governor 
Smith hold before he became governor? 

Further assignments on this topic will be made daily. 


(A. & G. 57.) 
7. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCES 


| 
| 

Gil. 209-212, 217-18 | Pel. 
| 


What was the first Roman province? What was the 
occasion for its annexation? Name othe: Roman 
provinces organized before 133 B.C. What was the 
lex provinciae? Up to the time of Sulla how was provi- 
sion made for the government? What change did Sulla 
make? What two officials governed provinces after 
their term of office in Rome? ; 

What were the powers of the governor? What pro- 
tection did the provincials theoretically have? ho 


were the ag What was the method of collecti 
taxes? y did this method encourage extortion 
Who were the negotiatores? To what party did these 
two groups belong? Why did this situation make the 
control of the courts at Rome a matter of great im- 
portance? What did Tiberius Gracchus do regarding 
the courts? Sulla? Pompey? 


Ab. 88-91, 122-123 My. 154-5, 313 and 
B. (3) 130-133 references 

Br. 553-554 Seig. 173 

Bo. 110-114, 148 Tay. (1) 200-211, 229, 
Gr. +: 110-111 254-256, 301, 311, 
H. & L. 310-313 367 


Books referred to under the foregoing topics on the 
historical background of Cicero’s orotion for the Manilian 
Law. 


A. & G. Allen & Greenough: Cicero 
Bish. Bishop, King & Helm: Cicero, Ten Orations and 


Letters 
Brit. Encyclopedia Britannica 
New New International Encyclopedia 
Ab. Abbott, Frank Frost: Roman Political Institutions. 


441 pages. Ginn & Co., 1911. 


B. (1) Botsford, G. W.: An Ancient History for Beginners. 
Macmillan Co., 1906. 


B. (2) Botsford, G. W. and L. S.: The Story of Rome as 
Greeks and Romans Tell It. Macmillan Co., 1903. 


B. (3) Saree. G. W.: A History of Rome. Macmillan Co., 


B. (4) Botsford, G. W. and L. S.: Source Book of Ancient 
History. Macmillan Co., 1912. 


Bo. Boak, Arthur E. R.: A History of Rome to 565 A. D. 
Macmillan Co., 1921. 

Br. Breasted, James Henry: Ancient Times: A History 
of the Early World. Ginn & Co., 1914. 

Ch. Church, Alfred J.: Roman Life in the Days of Cicero. 


292 pages. Dodd, Mead & Co. 
David. Davidson, J. L. Strachan: Cicero and the Fall of the 
Roman Republic. 380 pages. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 


1906. 

D. Davis, William Stearns: A Friend of Caesar. 501 
yages. Macmillan Co., 1915. 

Du. uruy, Victor: History of Rome. Vol. 11, Sec. II. 


Froude Froude, J. A.: Caesar, A Sketch. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1895. 


Fer. Ferrero, Guglielmo: The Greatness and Decline of 
Rome. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1907. 
Fr. Roman Imperialism. Macmillan 


Gil. Gilman, Arthur: The Story of Rome. G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, 1885. 

Gr. Granrud, John E.: Roman Constitutional History. 
284 pages. Allyn & Bacon, 1902. 

Gu: Guerber, H. A.: The Story of the Romans. Amer- 
ican Book Co., 1896. 

H. & P. Haaren and Poland: Famous Men of Rome. -Amer- 
ican Book Co., 1904. 

Ham. Hamilton, Mary Agnes: Ancient Rome: The Lives of 
Great Men. Oxford Univ. Press, 1922. 

H. & L. How, W. W. and Leigh, H. D.: A History of Rome to 
the Death of Caesar. Longmans, Green & Co., 1896. 

I. Ihne, Wilhelm: The History of Rome. Vol. V. Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1882. 

Mar. Marsh, F. D.: The Founding of the Roman Empire. 

Mer. Merivale, Charles: History of the Romans under the 
Empire. Vol. I. 

Mom. Mommsen, Theodor: The History of Rome. (Trans. 
by W. P. Dickson.) Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1911. 

My. Myers, P. V.: Rome: Its Rise and Fall. Ginn & 


Republic. 341 pages. Edward Arnold, London, 1923. 


Pet. Petersson, Torsten: Cicero: A Biography. Univ. 
of California Press, 1920. 
Pel. Pelham, Henry F.: Outlines of Roman History. G. 


P. Putnam’s Sons, 1909. 

Seig. Seignobos, Charles: History of the Roman People. 
(Trans. by W. Fairley.) Henry Holt & Co., 1912. 

Tay. (1) Taylor, T. M.: A Constitutional and Political History 
of Rome. Methuen & Co., London, 1899. 

Tay. (2) Taylor, Hannis: Cicero, A Sketch of His Life and 
Works. A. C. McClurg & Co., 1916. 

W. The World’s Story. Vol. IV. Greece & Rome. 
Houghton, Mifflin Co., 1914. 

—Mason D. Gray, Rochester, N. Y. 
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Myr. Myres, J. L.: A History of Rome. Rivingtons, 1902. q 
ee oO. Oman, Charles: Seven Roman Statesmen of the Late q 
g 


MATERIAL READY FOR DISTRIBUTION 


The numbering is continued from the October issue. This 
material is lent to teachers upon payment of postage or is sold 


forter.cents per item unless otherwise indicated. 


100. An outline for a debate for the Caesar class, 
“Resolved that Caesar's methods were justified by 
his ultimate aims’; also a bibliography and page 
reference. Contributed by pupils in the Western 
High School, Baltimore, Md., under the supervi- 
sion of Miss Jessie Ebaugh. 


101. An outline for a debate for the Cicero class, 
“Resolved that Cicero was courageous, sincere, and 
patriotic’; also a bibliography and page refer- 
ences. Contributed by pupils in the Western 
High School, Baltimore, Md., under the super- 
vision of Miss Jessie Ebaugh. 


102. Suggestions for a Caesar Model Exhibit. 


103. Some Latin verses from Silent Night, America, On- 
ward Christian Soldiers, Adeste Fideles, and Jingle 
Bells. 


Latin Notes Supplement VI is now ready—an 8-page 
leaflet containing short accounts of classical club pro- 
grams described in the Current Events Department 
of the Classical Journal; price 25 cents; also Supplement 
VII, “A Catechism for the Latin Teacher’; price 10 
cencs. This is a clarification of the Report of the 
Latin Investigation. 


GOING TO CHURCH IN ROME 


Quotations from an article by George D. Hadzsits, 
Professor of Latin, University of Pennsylvania. 


It has often been said that the Romans lacked re- 
ligion, that all of the pomp and ceremony of religious 
institutional worship crowded out of the Roman con- 
science a genuine feeling of devotion to God, a religi- 
ous sense of dependence, or of unity with a divine will. 
The continuance of religious ceremonies in the home, 
however, kept alive a genuine religious instinct and this 
was fortified by the greatness of Rome’s public cere- 
monials during the days of her power, enhanced until 
the days of decline and decay by the glamor of a ritual 
of unparalleled splendor. 


Very early in her history Rome organized her priest- 
hoods and in due course the elaboration of ritual was 
completed whereby the proper ceremonial was provided 
for every conceivable occasion in public and private 
life. It was inevitable that a people gifted with a 
genius for organization which manifested itself in politi- 
cal, legal, and military relations should develop the 
most elaborate formalism of worship. The daily 
ceremonies conducted at the most important temples 
by flamens, the ritual of dedication of new temples, the 
conduct of festivals, the domestic cults observed by the 
father of the house and his family, these and all other 
religious practices required the utmost scrupulous care 
on the part of the participants who obtained due train- 
ing in their parts of the dramatic performance. Rome 
never lost sight of ritual which seemed to her the very 
essence of religion, and in order to preserve the right 
relations with her gods she depended upon the proper 
performance of religious obligations on the part of aed 
priests duly instructed in the religious lore. It was the 


_pontiffs who were in general supervision over the re- 


ligious organization and its work as a whole, and the 
position of pontifex maximus to which even an emperor 
might aspire was a position of greatest responsibility 
and honor. Nor has the position of pontifex ceased 
even to this day; although the Regia has long since 


fallen to ruins, St. Peter’s is its historical successor, the 
home of another great high priest. The pontiffs guarded 
the sacred lore, decided in cases of new dedications, 
were the repositories with whom rested all knowledge 
regarding ceremonies, determined the proper procedure 
in cases of omens and prodigies, and were the final 
court to whom all cases of dispute were referred. 


As for the haruspices, they came to Rome from 
Etruria with a wealth of fictitious as well as true in- 
formation about lightnings, about the manner of 
averting the evil consequences of prodigies and of de- 
termining the purpose of the gods from appearance of 
the liver. It was Cato who said that he marvelled how 
one haruspex upon meeting another could refrain from 
scornful, ironical laughter. At a later time, a wicked 
legacy hunter, Regulus by name, played upon the fears 
and superstitions of an excellent woman, named Ver- 
ania; he called in the services of an haruspex to confirm 
his own prognostication and to influence ie poor victim 
to make out a will in his own favor. 


FOR THE BULLETIN BOARD 


Lictors with the fasces preceding the Roman consul as 
he goes through the streets. These bundles of rods with 
projecting axes symbolized the authority of the government 
of Rome. 

This picture gives a meaning to the decorative device on 
our ten-cent piece. 


INTERESTING BOOKS 


Three Short Latin Plays Based upon the Helvetian 
War; also Three Short Latin Plays for Junior High 
School, by P. J. Downing, Lawrence-Smith School, 
848 Madison Ave., New York City. 


Children of Ancient Greece, by L. Lamprey: Little, 
Brown and Company, Boston; $1.00. For boys and girls 
from ten to fourteen. 


Lucius, by Alfred J. Church; Dodd, Mead and Com- 
pany, New York; $2.00. Adventures of a Roman boy, 
formerly published under the title, “To Thousand 
Years Ago.” 


The Tragedy of Pompey the Great, by John Masefield; 
Macmillan, New York; $2.00. A dramatic poem not 
too mature for abler pupils in the Cicero class. 


Leaves from the Golden Bough, by Lady Frazer; 
Macmillan, New York; $3.00. A summary of important 
points in connection with Greek religion and mythology 
as contained in the twelve-volume edition of The Golden 
Bough. 


The Hill of Athena, by H. H. Powers; Macmillan 
Company, New York; $1.25. A series of word pictures 
of Athens at different periods. 
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